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Parish of Abbeyside, Ballinroad & Garranbane 
Email: abgparish@gmail.com                                                                                                                                 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle A 

Website: www.abgparish.ie             Office: 058 45787                                 8th February 2026 

  

 

BAPTISM DATES—please contact the Parish office to book your child in 

for baptism 

Saturday 7th March   Saturday 21st March      Saturday 11th April 

Saturday 4th April (Easter Vigil 7pm) 

All baptism take place in Abbeyside Church at 5pm except the Easter Vigil 

which is 7pm.  

ABG Parish are delighted to bring  an op-
portunity to attend this very special pil-
grimage led by Fr Ned to our parishion-
ers. It is a unique opportunity to experi-
ence the heart of our faith in Rome and 
Assisi at an extraordinary moment in the 
life of the Church. We will walk where 
the Apostles and martyrs walked, pray at 
the tombs of St Peter, St Paul, St Francis, 
St Clare and Blessed Carlo Acutis, visit 
the ancient Catacombs, and, God willing, 
meet the Holy Father at a General Audi-
ence. 

Assisi in 2026 will be particularly signifi-
cant as it marks the 800th anniversary of 
the death of St Francis, making this a 
once-in-a-lifetime Jubilee celebration. To 
celebrate Mass in the Porziuncola, where 
St Francis founded his order and where 
he died, will be a deeply moving spiritual 
experience. 

This pilgrimage is not just a holiday, but a 
journey of faith, prayer and renewal. It is 
a chance to step away from the busyness 
of everyday life, deepen our relationship 
with God, and share fellowship with oth-
ers from our parish. Myriam tours will 
look after us with exceptional care and 
attention from the moment we arrive in 
Dublin airport and with excellent accom-
modation, expert organisation, and a 
carefully planned itinerary, everything is 
in place to make this a truly memorable 
and grace-filled week. 

Places are strictly limited to 50 and will 
be allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and we would encourage anyone 
who is interested to book early. It prom-
ises to be a beautiful, enriching and un-
forgettable pilgrimage for our parish 
community. 

Total cost: €1075. Places are strictly 
limited to 50 and will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis. (32 remaining 
and two weeks left to book) 
 
To secure your place: A non-refundable 
deposit of €300 per person is required at 
booking. Single room supplement: €240 

Final balance due: 17th August 2026. 

To book, please phone 057 93 55050, 
email info@myriam.ie, or call into the 
office with your deposit and passport de-
tails. 
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Fr Hugh Allan O.Praem – man with a mission        Ruth Gledhill 08 January 2026, The Tablet 

Young people are reported to be increasingly open to religious belief; the Norbertine abbot who coordinates the Church’s 

work communicating the Gospel tells Ruth Gledhill why he is not surprised 

Pope Francis would often remind Catholics that the fundamental work of the Church is mission. His successor has taken up the 

baton. In his Christmas address to members of the Roman Curia, Pope Leo urged his closest advisors to be “more mission-

oriented”. “By her very nature”, he said, “the Church is outward-looking, turned toward the world, missionary”, adding: “The 

Church exists to invite people into the good news of God’s love.” The man leading that work on behalf of the Church in England 

and Wales, the director of mission at the bishops’ conference, is Abbot Hugh Allan O.Praem. 

I went to visit Hugh Allan at the priory in Peckham, south-east London, where he serves as abbot. Born in Hatfield, Hertford-

shire, in 1976 to a Scottish Presbyterian family, Allan became a Catholic at the age of 16. After training to be a teacher at St 

Mary’s University, Twickenham, he joined the Order of Canons Regular of Prémontré, better known as the Norbertines. In 

2006, only four years after his ordination to the priesthood, he became superior of the Norbertine community in Manchester. 

He was 29 and, at the time, the world’s youngest Catholic religious superior. 

In 2016 he was appointed apostolic administrator of the Falkland Islands and ecclesiastical superior of St Helena, Ascension Is-

land and Tristan da Cunha for five years. At the same time Allan was elevated to the title of “Titular Abbot of Beeleigh”. The 

Norbertines have been in Peckham since 2022, when they took over the care of the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows. 

As director of mission for the bishops’ conference, Allan works tirelessly and good- humouredly to help bring the Gospel not 

just to the fast-growing community at the neo-Gothic former Capuchin church and friary in Peckham but to the wider Catholic 

community and beyond. He is also Vicar for Religious in the Archdiocese of Southwark, one of the directors of the St Oscar 

Romero Catholic multi- acadamy trust, which operates 16 schools in south-east London, and chaplain at King’s College Hospital 

in Denmark Hill. “It’s quite an interesting sort of life because I live a monastic life with my community, but then, after morning 

prayer, I get my satchel and pack my lunch for the day and I take the commuter train to the bishops’ conference’s offices in Vic-

toria. But it’s wonderful – I enjoy it.” 

His boss until recently was Greg Pope, the first layman to be appointed general secretary of the bishops’ conference. (He 

stepped back from that role in September.) There were some raised eyebrows that, as a senior Religious, Allan answered to a 

layman. We joke that at least his boss was a Pope. Allan tells me, “Greg is one of those people who is not only liked, but re-

spected. I call him ‘the boss’, which he hates, but he is my boss, which I like.” 

Does he find the supposed surge in faith among GenZ adults claimed by The Quiet Revival, the much-discussed report commis-

sioned last year by the Bible Society, credible? “Yes, I do, particularly amongst the young. There’s certainly something going on. 

I can see that just from my own community life in south London. Last year, we had 16 people doing the RCIA in preparation for 

Baptism. That’s wonderful for a medium-sized parish.” In the past, he said, “there might have been eight or nine, but in recent 

years, it’s always been in double digits”. 

“I notice it too commuting to and from work. When I’m travelling on the train or the bus, I’m often approached by young peo-

ple. I travel in my collar so they know that I’m a priest. People want to talk about God, and about faith, but because they have 

been brought up in a society in which faith isn’t really spoken about, they don’t necessarily have the language of faith. So they 

say they’re ‘looking for something more’ or they’re ‘looking for something extra’ or for ‘purpose’ or ‘meaning’. What they’re 

circling around is that they’re yearning for God, and you sort of see that within them. And when you talk to them, you discover 

more and more that that’s really who it is they’re looking for.” 

Why does he think this is happening now, after years of Christianity being in decline? “You have to look at where society is as a 

whole,” he tells me. “We live, sadly, in this era of fake news and of so much anger and heat in debates and arguments that it’s 

difficult for people to discern the truth. And there is also dissatisfaction with society. People are looking for something greater, 

for something more. They are looking for the other. And this opens up a space for belief and faith, and allows God into their 

life.” 

He continues: “Because there is so much on social media, where people can – and do – say what they like, they live in a galaxy 

of different opinions and different thoughts, and it’s hard for them to see what’s real. People have, I think, a profound desire to 

find what’s true. Our Lord tells us, I am the way, the truth, and the life. And what I feel is happening with young people, is that 

they are looking for the way, they’re looking for the truth, and they’re looking for life.” 

When I was young, I tell Allan, we were all looking for that too, but young people around me turned to Eastern religions or to 

alcohol or drugs. Is that still happening? Allan looked thoughtful.  

 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/authors/ruth-gledhill/
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“That is still happening for some young people – particularly the recourse to drugs. Some people are always going to look in 

places that aren’t going to lead to anything good. People look for anything that will take the edge off their troubles and even-

tually they can end up in these raw dead ends.” And there is another factor. “I think, as well, every generation reacts against 

the generation that went before. That’s how young people are. And you’ve now got a younger generation for who, if they’re 

looking for an alternative, for something different to their parents’ generation – our generation – belief in God is revolutionary. 

It’s now rebellious to believe in God.” 

Allan also points to something deeper. “All of us are made in the image and likeness of God, whether we believe it or not, 

whether we know it or not. Within all of us, there is always a yearning for God. We may not know what it is, but it’s there. St 

Augustine talks about this in his Confessions.” Allan sees Augustine as a model for young people. They want to experiment, to 

try different things, like Augustine, but eventually, as he did, they find God to be the source of all that’s true and real.” Belief in 

God, Allan says, “gives you an identity and a dignity that nobody can take from you”. I think of the line at the beginning of the 

Confessions: “You have made us for yourself O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” 

I wondered if any of this new-found curiosity in God among young people might be attributed to Pope Francis, and whether 

there had been any “Pope Leo bounce”? “Francis was a very attractive figure to young people because he could reach across 

divisions. I think that’s what young people want as well. They don’t want to live in boxes. They want life to be joined up.” Allan 

has also seen a bounce since the election of Leo. “On the bus or the train, if Leo comes up in conversation, there’s an instant 

smile. There’s an instant connection. Young people really do connect with Leo, as we saw in Rome in the summer at the youth 

events. As an American friend said to me, ‘He’s the real deal.’ He is kind, and that comes across; you can’t manufacture that. 

That’s a very real part of his gift, there’s a natural kindness and warmth and compassion that comes from him. He’s quite a shy 

man, and he’s always trying to work through that, and I find that quite disarmingly lovely.” 

How damaging to his work has the sexual abuse of children by priests and the attempts by Church leaders to cover it up been? 

“You can’t underestimate the damage it’s done. It was horrific. It is an issue that comes up, not so much from younger people, 

but people in their forties, fifties, sixties. The younger generation see problems in every institution – whether it’s the govern-

ment, whether it’s schools or colleges, whether it’s the clubs they belong to, wherever there’s an institution, they see there 

are problems, there are issues. 

“I think with young people and the Church they’re not blind to the faults of the institution but there is a sense that there’s a 

person that they want to get to know, who is Jesus Christ. You know, there’s a lovely phrase, attributed to Pope Leo: ‘Our great-

est duty is to communicate the beauty and joy of knowing Jesus Christ.’ I think that’s what young people are looking for. (I 

checked afterwards: the phrase does indeed come from Leo, or at least from Archbishop Robert Prevost, as he was when he 

said these words in an interview he gave to Vatican Media shortly after he had been appointed prefect of the Dicastery for 

Bishops by Pope Francis.) “I may be wrong. I usually am. My community will tell you I’m wrong all the time. But my sense is 

that there’s a real desire for a relationship with Jesus Christ.” 

Norbertines follow the Rule of St Augustine, so, unsurprisingly, Allan and his fellow religious are enthusiastic about the new 

Pope, who is of course an Augustinian. “When he speaks, when he preaches, when he acts, you can see the spirit of Saint Au-

gustine, which combines mission with communio. Living together in community and friendship is essential. I think you can see 

that with Leo. He is trying to be a good companion, a good friend.” 

As I prepare to leave, Abbot Hugh tells me that, almost more than anything else, he would like to see the standard of homilies 

improve – echoing a cry that came up from the laity in the synodal process. “My 

first parish priest, God love him, told me that when you preach, you should al-

ways preach as though you know your hearers have had their hearts broken. 

And, he told me, you, as a priest, have probably had your heart broken at some 

point as well. If you have, and you have that understanding and empathy, you 

will communicate better and touch more hearts. Maybe as the Church, that’s 

something we need to be better at.” 

 

The Diocese of Waterford & Lismore is inviting adults to consider becoming a 
Parish Faith Rep with Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry. This voluntary role 
is for people of faith (aged 18 and over) who have a heart for young people and 
wish to support them on their journey of faith in their local parish. Parish Faith 
Reps will be trained, commissioned and supported by the Diocese, work as part 
of a team, and make a two-year commitment according to their time and tal-
ents. Application deadline: Friday, 20th February 2026. 

Those interested should speak with their parish priest and can attend an infor-
mation session or contact the team at youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie 



 

         https://www.facebook.com/parishofabg                           ABG Parish                           https://abgparish.ie/donations/                     

,

Mass Times             Mass Intentions 

Abbeyside Church    

Saturday 7.00pm               Jimmy Lenihan 1st Anniversary
                  

Sunday   9.30am                       Michael & Nellie Young 

 

Sunday 12.00pm                                 Bill Organ 
                   Mary Riordan 
                   Paddy & Pat Burke 
                         Paul Clerkin Months Mind                                                      
 
Ballinroad Church  

Sunday 10.00am                                        Mark Dineen 
                          Jamie Fennell 
              Charlie Cunningham 1st Anniversary
            
                                                          

Garranbane Church 

Sunday  11.00am                              James Beresford
       
                                                      

Anniversaries                             Thomas Maher   
                                                                       Bobby & Robert Street
   
       
Died Recently                               

 

Week Day Masses  

Monday - Friday 10am Abbeyside Church (Subject to change 

due to Funerals in the Parish) 

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacraments resumes after 10am 
Mass on Tuesday in Abbeyside Church. 

FREE LOCAL HISTORY BOOK ABOUT BALLINACOURTY 

In August 2025, Mary Norris published a 100-page book 

about Ballinacourty and its people. She has since placed the 

book in the public domain, making it free to view and down-

load. 

https://archive.org/details/ballinacourty-times-past 

Ballinacourty Times Past explores the area largely on a dec-

ade-by-decade basis, beginning in the late 1800s. Each chap-

ter opens with an overview of local and national events and 

examines how these shaped life in the Ballinacourty commu-

nity at the time. The focus then turns to the people who 

lived there, through description, verse, stories and photo-

graphs. 

 

The many striking black-and-white photographs in particular 

tell stories that words alone could not capture. Overall, the 

book presents a vivid picture of a community closely con-

nected to the land and to one another, through both good 

times and bad, from the late 1800s to the end of the 1970s. 

While not a history book in the traditional sense, the history 

of the time runs throughout its 

pages. 

Scan this QR code with the cam-

era on your phone to down-

load Ballinacourty Times 

Past free of charge. 

 

1954 – On the Highway to Heaven: Ballinacourty National School Commun-

ion Day 

Pictured are Jack Elsted (on bicycle); Christy “Gyppo” Power (with newspa-

pers); on the truck cab: Dec. Foley, Mickey Foley, Paddy Joe Barry and Wil-

lie Joe O’Connor. On the back of the truck: Scottie Hayes, Jimmy Gleeson, 

Martin Barry, Martin A. Barry, Danny Barry, (name unknown), Joe Murray, 

Kitty O’Connor, Eileen O’Connor, Maggie Murray, Noel Murray and Rena 

Norris. Seated in the middle of the truck (lower): Kathleen O’Connor, Mar-

garet Barry, Mary Barry, Catherine O’Brien and two unidentified individu-

als. 

https://archive.org/details/ballinacourty-times-past

